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Lili Metreveli
Georgia, Tbilisi
Shota Rustaveli Institute of Georgian Literature

Blindness — An Epidemic in the Text
(According to Jose Saramago’s ,,Blindness*)

Summary

,Blindness“ is a dystopian novel by the famous Portuguese Nobel
Prize-winning writer Jose Saramago. In the text, like other post-apocalyp-
tic texts, an indefinite chronotope is conditional on the time and place of
the development of the action.

In the novel, the future of the world is suddenly changed by an un-
usual pandemic, people go blind without any pre-existing symptoms, the
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authorities start isolating the contact persons and placing them in quar-
antine spaces. With biblical allusions, symbols and archetypal models, the
author tries to present the faces of the characters as well as the author’s
intention and the main idea of the text.

Key Words: Blindness, An epidemic.
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Lela Tsiphuria
Georgia, Thilisi
Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University

Epidemic in Georgian Prose and Cinema:
Film Versions of Stories by David Kldiashvili and Vazha-Pshavela

Summary

The Georgian experience of the epidemic is depicted from two differ-
ent perspectives in two stories from the end of the 19th century and early
20th century: Miqgela by David Kldiashvili and Cholera Rescued Me by
Vazha-Pshavela.

Kldiashvili’s story served as a basis for the film Migela (1964) adapted
and directed by Eldar Shengelaia; while the plot of Vazha-Pshavela’s story
was used by the scriptwriter and film director Pavle Charkviani in his film
Some Troubles Are Helpful (1984).

The paper discusses the changes and the forms of adaptation of the
literary text suggested by the filmmaker.

Key words: MShengelaia, Migela, screening, drama, comedy
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