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LOEMMO 65353030 3¢05LOL 35BJRMM0S SOFIOHOMO S FJPIMIOOMO MZON-
LOBOHOLOM. 63300395 Fobbow M L3zwg3 9bgddo 3mgbogMo Jaslim-
3960 LoLEYdgdo, MHMIMIOLsE gJOHM30L  JWsloGo3sEHMMIOol  Lobm3@olzmeo
3bOowo. dgmeg bsfowo 9dmabgds 3wslimgzgsbo LobiEgdgdol 3mbiGmwomgdol
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00l B96J30mboMgdol  FHMBLBMMIsgomwo  3Om3gbgdo s LydsbGHozm™o
(3300 q0560. B5Bg96g00s, MM bsbM-MgLEBME gbsms J3wsligdols Loli@gds
dngmgdmwo 35m0 39999960096 ©®Y396Esdg 3963000MHJdOL doMoms
3969b3E0sL — 3wsbms M9bsmsbmdomo 9gdoMgdols s garodobszool 3s6-
©0bsem® bsbl Jobgal. b5dOMITo Fo0dmagbowos 3eslols yMsds@o3weo
3909306 00L 5MJso Lsbols H93mbLEMwJ300l 3s.

Annotation. This paper focuses on the genesis of the class category in the Nakh-
Daghestanian languages and uses descriptive and comparative methods. In addition to
descriptive and historical-comparative methods, the method of internal reconstruction is
also used.

1330935 39bbm®30gm@s  dmms  OHMmegzgeol  bodes®Mmggeml  9Hhmgbmaro
Ls993609MM BMbEOL B30bIBLYYMO TBsMPIFIM0m (Loa®MbEHM 3Hmgd@o: FR-18-3659).

2 The Article was carried out by the financial support of Shota Rustaveli National Science
Foundation of Georgia (Grant Project Ne FR-18-3659).
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The universal class category, used to classify substantives according to social role, is the
core of the grammar of the East-Caucasian languages, completely penetrating the
morphological structure of the noun and the verb. Initially, the class systems found in
the studied languages are discussed, to which a synoptic table of classifiers is attached.
The second part deals with the old and very relevant problem of postulating class
systems. The transformational processes and semantic changes in the functioning of
classifiers are characterized. The system of grammatical classes of the Nakh-
Daghestanian languages, starting from their Proto-Caucasian to the synchronous
position, follows the main trend of change — the cardinal line of reduction of classes.
The paper presents an attempt to reconstruct the archaic form of the grammatical
category of class.

U5,39560m body3900: 3¢75b0b 36G53590349¢m0 359982005, 3eabBALIEr0B 80,
3L0R0ISHHO

Keywords: Grammatical class category, postulation, classifier
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3wsbob  6039MBOWMMHO  FM5TBHO0ZMNWO  353JaMM0s bsbMH-o-
0qLE6O gbsms bgMbgdsols Homdmoqbl, 4oalF3oeegl Loggzargg gbsms
09 IMOHRMEMY0sL 5 25dM0Yygbgds LdLEObE03ms LE3WOLOG0 330~
M. 9b d39woldz9wwo 3539aMM0s LobdOHmbomw Mbyby BargdsowGo
G030L 965053030l EsTobIBOsMYOYE BOTs6-03019d3gdLs3 93¢9bL, 30650~
6 305L0GB0IGHMMYO0, LOIMPMOZ LobgEms 3WSLOGOISE00L FIMS,
6oEbgz0Ls s ¥MMB30L, SMgM39, BMYX M bbgs aMsdsBH03M 35GHJRM-
(ool LofoMmdmgdger 5530dl9dsOE J9dM0Ygbgds. 03565MYds, M3 053~
530039005 3slol 353aMmM0s Y39es bobols sGLgdom Lobgwms Lm-
3OS0 06O gdol Jobgz00 Lo ILOROZSFOME BM0Ybadm©s
@5 M6 3Ll AM685BH03ME 35GJMM0sl 50b0dbsgs. Bmaz0569000
30b0g035GMMJO0L B6J30MboMIOOL 569500 MBI IBMOOM Yog3s6-
M3 5 o Lb3s 35393MmMH0930L go8mbo@zol BMbI3053 ©Ws930LM..
Fogx3b69M0L5 o 3. MBEsGOL BsdMHMTGO06 s{YgdmMEo s 3. OMBMMO-
3L LYobEGHIMILM 659OMT00 ITMI3MGIMWO Jeslol JMSToGH0IMWO 35-

A93MM05 IM535¢ 0b30LE3)-35335B0MmMAL 939300 FobboZ0L Log-
Bo, 033 oo Bmao b0 35063 IMoMbM3L sBLEHIOL.
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do®omsgo bsfjogro

@9HBRO0MMHOL, 50 IOHOLS S YPOIMOL oMY, JWSLOGOIOGHM-
900 @ILAYOEIVS YZIWs 13393 6580, o0 g3gers JEolZaGIy™-
056 96580 3amsbms gMmbsoMo JMs8sEH03Mwo LoliEgdgdo 56 dmaz93m-
3905 — babMo 96900 Mmmb3slosh LolEgdal 230839690L, MsdIBEMBY)-
@obm30L 30 5B0TsbE™d0305 Mol 3065l oo 3esbms dBObIEI-
o Mm3mDoE0s. IbmEmmdomo Mosbzol dobggom, bsbwe s omqL-
GbMO 969330 535505 MM-, Lod- O MMBIELOSBO MgaMglmeEo LobEg-
3900 LEGHMOHYdS. 39MHIMNE, MHIMPIHMIOOZ5 3Wslgdo sbg boffoerg-
do: 9) babe 969080, gBoME gbsms MAMSZglmdsdo (YOO,
Pobu®o, sGBodMwo, 3Mofmwo, dMMHbMHo, bobswmmw®mo), M sbwo-
M6 965LS (56OMEO, FoT5MHO) S WOEMNM gbsms ygdsdo gmbjgom-
B06909b Mmmbzwslinsbo bgo@®owmmMo Lol@gdgdo; d) Mgycglwyer (resp.
605303069099w) B3 LB LolEgdsdo dobsGMEo M3MBoEOOL S~
90560b 35Lo ORIMIBEFOMGOME0S BOEILOIEO B5Ts3530Ls (I — F) o
Joobl (II - @) 3sligds, beem 439ws sbs®bgbo Mgl ogMol bogmols
(IIT = B) 3ewslido. Lsd3Erslinsbo LolEYdgdo ILEBWMEYdS IMYLME 9bs-
do, bmbdmels s 96@omE 9bsms (dmmEobw®o, wMEMdYMHoWwo, E0b-
OO0, BP0, 35M5BHOMW0, sH35bMM0) T9@ bofowdo; ¢) dobstrv-
@0 m30mH030s 60856MdW0305 Y6 MsdIBIMIBMo gbol PBrowm-
60 ©05¢9dEHOLM3Z0L, HMIWOL OB 55060l Jesbo (,3067%) Mm3o-
©ob30MHEIds BogmOl 3esLL (,M07“): T 3. {-}, II 3. {d-]. Igbodrms,
393999 059JBHJOLS O 1MJdgdd0 Jeslims MoMmEIbmdoly My gme-
3s63gool IbM0g 296Lb35390w 30050903 Fo350Y4gm, Toa@ed Jws-
Lol doMomMso LoLEBYIGO0 LobdOMboe Mbyby sBgs FoMdmpyqbowro.
oOHo00, B39E305oLEJdO Lo33eg3 9630 FMOBRMEMYO5T0 61503305~
05 MRO® 9@ 3eolgdlog 39dmymnab, Jogsd gl 3O 3OOEHIMHOM-
doo — FbmEMMd0mO s IM3MdOMO Mosbzol dg30Mmol3oGmgdom —
5oL d0qdMEo [dm3stmgzo 1959: 29; gdgmoggzo 1963: 372; dc. hogm-
0535 1979: 92-96; s6omwmsdg 1968: 24; oomgymeos 2003: 17-18...].
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Bob®-omgbBbmemo 9bgdol aesdsGHozne Jasloms LolEgdgdol
LobM3EGH039M0 FBOHOWO sl FoMImaz0gds:

96900 I3w. II 3em. III 3. IV 3.
BgRBm®O 9 a d ©
0bBG0 9 a d ©
0530960 9 o} ) Q
b6 9 a 3 &*
560v60 9 a d @
BrmO@obrHO 9 a 3 &*
QOEOBIOHOMEO 9 a XG) &*
Fo8500G0 9 a d () a-/-@
#0BEovGO 9 a 3 &*
059335 HO 9 o] ) 6"
3995900 9 o} () (O}
5b39bG0 9 a 3 &
©OEMMOHO O (< *9) o () 6
3obmby®o O (< *9) o () 6
b35GJovyeo D (< *4) ) LG))  (®, 6)
3950GH¥O0 O (<*%) o) % (9, 6) ® (2, 6)
360 9,9, 0 ©60,0mb | 30998 | ©6awb
©OFIO 9 © 60 3 "©
0005L5MbwEo @, 6,0 o, 4, f
fobmemaro 4, ,0,0.. 6,0,0.. 3, 4. ©, ®, ), Q...
MO0 4, ,0,0.. 6,0,0.. 5,9, 00. | ©Owma.
56HBOdO 9,0 ©, 6 d,d... 3,6, (m, @)
36Oofmo 0, 0,@,d.. 9, ©,0... 0,3, 6. ©, 0, &...
dby®o 9,0,6 6, 3, Q... @, 0, &...
bobsgrmomeo 6, @, 0. ©, 6, 0. 3, 3. ©, 9,9...
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139(309WIMHO  WOEGHIMGHMOOL Jobg30m, 03IMOVI-35335B096
969080 3asli-353)93MM05 930meY300L Lofgol 9@o3bg Lomsbosm Jesbo-
8035309000 (I - g, II - @) d0bserE Mm3mBoEosl Jabos. sbsgrmyovy-
60 O 3eslosbo LolGgds sME39MHM o333 96580 56 LG MYdS olig-
39, OMYMOG 30O bsdzwstosbo (I-g, II - d, III — @) LobEgds.
653 9995905 Mmmblwslinsh LolEgdal, 0go Lsd3zwsliosbo LolGgdol oxng-
69630530000 5GOL JoEYdVO:

[3w. —g(8530md0mo bdgbol 30MHM369ds)

IT 3o, — 2 (89O ™MdomO Bgglol 306MH™369ds)

III 3. - ® (bogmo)

IV 3. — @ (60300) [Bogmdsgs 1978: 23; sbomwyarsdg 1968: 46...]'.

35bmg560 LLEYIoL 2969BoLOL MZ5ELIBEOHOLOM, Y)MIWIOL 0f-
393L 03. x93550830¢0l ©sls33bs, HMIgeog 11 3¢slol FoedmTogErMmdsls
1393006 g0s: ,05335M5 0033935, MOMI VOMMMMHO S WMo gbgdols
3gM. Lol gMms-gMom 60bs o BabgzsMbamgsbo MBYDS, sbs@MBgbo
9, © 5 B 0sBbAMZBIdO -30 Fg9cgado Mbs ogmls 53 bggliol 60dbsg Jigey-
0" [x935b0830¢00 1992: 255; G06. sbmemsdg 1968: 38-39].

4291500509005 0LOE, ™A 3. 0YIYHBOEO S b. BHOWYBdY33M0 Bobry-
0 LEBMEO (resp. s3MLogE)M39335L0wM0) 96900LM30L MM sLOo-
56 Lo AL s YIBYb:

db. 6. 36. 6. ab. 6.
L3 "3 K L3w." 9
II 3. "o II 3. "2
IIT 3¢». *® 6 IIT 3¢». "3
IV 3. "6 IV 3. "0
[@omdgBoero 2015: 45] [BHOMd9g33Mmo 1987: 340]

oM™ bsbgddo . 0OMBMEO059, 5MB. Bogmdogel sbsgrmaomMo,
3sbms 306560 M3MBOE00L FoMMGOMWMDS A50B0sGS, Tog™Msd 1
33LoLM3Z0L 5©s0bs {@-} 608sbo, brmerm IT 3awsliobmgol 3o — {d-}. do-
Lo ®35WLsBOOLOm, J3esl-35@JMMH00L 930300l Jgmeg LogzgbrO By
059535308 3asliol oRIMIB3053008 FggEs© do300gm Lsd3eslosbo
bobGgdo: I —g, II -, III —=&. 50530560l 3eslols 4odmbo@Ez0Losb mogo-
bma3ocno 603560 {-] 3909305 355530560l (Bogmols) 3eslido s My-
06@&9m36M9G5300L 89990 IV 3emsliol gdudmbab@oai odgs, o053 8go-
306005 6503000l 3asliol Bobgwms BsBHIOOMO OBIMG6E305(305. . M-

16. 5bumsdy smgbdbm®o 96gdolm3zol sdmbsgsw mmbgmslosd boligdsdo 11
35bob B0Fbs -1 505RIBL [sbmsdg 1968: 38].
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RMOOL 3Mb3EgRE0s BLosbegls FoMdmoygbl 0d sB3gd@om, Mmad II s IV
3@oligdob  agbgbol®  35300ML  MREIBILYMBL, o3 FIOIZINLWO
035bsHOOLOM 03. X535608300L Bgdmdmyzsboe JmBsbMYdl gbdos-
6905 [xo35b0830¢0 1992: 255]. IV 3¢slol dogw®m3s3000 (@>G>0) II
300bob (o™ 3aslols) Fo@dmdsgzermdols s0b. Bogmdogzalgmero ©gdvy-
w9ds 9339399 9GOl ©sYgbgdo, Mo3 SOBYOOMIE FoMgdo BIBU.
W36 5 YHome gbsms Fmbo3ggdgdol Tgbobgd g. cMmBMEOs Loglg-
000 L¥FoON0sbs Hg@l: "Hanmnuue d, r, I, n B II kacce (knacc sxeHIIUHBI)
B JIE3THHCKUX (@ TaKkKe JAKCKOM M JaprUHCKOM) SI3bIKaX, KaK y’e TOBOPUIIOCS,
CIemyeT paccMaTpuBaTh KaK pe3ydbTaT PEUHTEPHPETALMH PacHIaTaHHBIX
HEPBUYHBIX CHCTEM, U TaKKe HY)KHO KBaTH(DUIUPOBATh KaK CHCTEMbI NO3IHEH
dopmanun" [0mxzm®os 2003: 22]. 3ol doge s50©gbowo mmblwsliosbo
LoLGgdol bdgds sbgo Labgls doowgdL:
db. &.

[3."d

II 3. "o

IIT 3¢». *®

IV 3. "0

B396 3005050 00 MZ5eLEBEOOLL, Mol JobgE30ms3 JEL-
09 59mbsgse LobEYIsdo B0 Mbs ymzowoym dobsGwwo m3m-
D030, ®MmIgedoi Lobgums BLOIMOZWg ORYMHI6E0MJIMIO 0YM VIMo-
90505 (B3 500530560 I 3. — H) s Bogmoms (I 3. —d) bydabEo-
3996 3esbgds@. Moz d99bgds 3MMgLer B3 slosh LoliGdsl, ogo
009690 H99mdmy3s60e d0bsOMI Mm3MBoEosL 08 sblbgsggdom,
03 I 3oLl (300598560, S53LEM¥YE0o B5d5353g0 O 8500956 §s0IBIBMY-
3o 5Mlgdsbo) Lamsbsm {a-} 9dudmbyb@om 3ow3g godmgym II 3wslo
(Sb53BGHMO J5engd0 s 850D J9BBOYPIMMO sGIYDBO), Mol Fgg-
39053 §o63m0gdbs Lsd3eolosbo LobEGgds [d®. Bodmdsegs 1942: 41; ovm-
KOs 2003: 22]. 5933500 Lsd3wobosbo LobEgds ©93mblEMMOMmEYds
BO©O0W™ 353395606 13dg9bol mbgbyg, Mog sbg HoemBdmoyobgds: T 3em.
@, I 3. *, III 3em. *d'.
690@®5ME0 mmbzesliosbo LolEgds, bogomms III 3arslols ,,d9ds-

60397960 356300560900m“ (5. OMIGBOO) 2odmgym IV 3awslio bsmsbosm
{©-/6-} s5ermIMOBO0m, HMIWYOLsE B3MOE6MO BMbgE03M6 dygescm-

1 6. 56@m@sdol dmbsbmgds, GmI ,bogmms gMmsdadozdwemo Jesliols gdudmbgbdol
26949303500 ©- BmAIBGHo Mbs gebmm*, B3zgbo sBOO®, LodsGMgl o6 Tggbesdsdgds
[0Bmm@sdg 1968: 45]. Lo3ombol sl Ao@sFML byl Mdol, ghomo dbGog, III & 3wsb-
Bodbols dyso s ME3WIWo 3mBoEos, dgmeg IbGOZ, 58 3wolBo JvYMHMN0s6gdME
Lobgarms 99@0 0060939 gds bm305¢IM0 MZSBIHBOHOLOM.
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330 gdsMs 3999 LBb3sslbgs Mgz3egdlgdo Bsdmwyseods: {a-},
{g-}, {8-}, {6-}. LExodMgdgos, MM IV 30slol Bsdmyserodgdol Mml
BobM6 3dggbsdo gMbIz0mboMgds m©ab {-}, 306506 {M-} sewm-
dmOHxzol M93mbLEMmW30s §1dgbsbmdo 396 bgdbogds [gdgMogzo
1963: 385]. s®LgdEo 9bmdG030 dmMmbs3zqdgdo (3bo©YMEb, MM ILIL-
GbMO 13mdggbsdo Mbs 33dmbms 965 JOHMbMmeMmyomMo dmboigwg
3wob-6036900, 56589 930LvREsE dmbs3gwrg (resp. oL@ IOO
§o600530mdob) 3aoliol gdudmbgb@gdo {-/-}. 3ol dsmzseolifoby-
dom, IV 3050l 603650 {©@-/6-} scermImmRgd0 MH93bLEHMWOM©IdS Bo-
9ONM-0ILEHBMMO JOMbMEMA0MHO MBoLmMZoL, bem bwybdwy®-6-
©OO-©0EMYO 96505 JM06MBOL HobOLEMZOL 50YRJdS M-. MMYMOG
BoBL, 08 9bmdM03z gHmgMdo, MMIgEos LoxMdzwWsE sYEM bbIw©-
956 06-0EMMO B9dggbsl, IV 3¢sbol bodbs (M-} oym 4sds@Mbgdm-
0. 3595b50539, MMHIOL0SL LoLEYIsdo dgmmby 3wslol 9Judmbgbdg-
00 BogMHOM-b5HMOLS S LBOGMHNM-MLEBMOTo Foblbgzogqdmewo »bs
4mR0woygm, M3 BJgds@ s sig FoMBmyz0pqds:

5) LogOOM-bsby®o 0) LgMOM-MILEEMOO
I 3am. %) [3w. "4

II 3. "a II 3. *a

IIT 3ew. *® IIT 3¢0. *®

IV 3. "0 IV 3. "o/*®

L5Yr9IM5MIOMY, I bvmbdmE-s6oME-oEMMGH 9bsms gHmmdol
b56ol dofrOHmEobsmgzol IV 3eslol 6odbs {@]-U Mg3mblEMmwmdios s6s-
69500960 BBL. 53GMOOOL sSBOH0m, LoYgM3GPsMP FoB0MJOMEO ©O>6
[96Omsdg 1968: 45; omgm®os 2003: 20...] 8godegds dmdbostoym od
96md®03 9mgMedo, G®MIgEoE boxdzEs g™ bwybdwm®-sbowe-
QOEMYO  Bdggbsl, Gog 3¥OIZINW  VOINIBL  b3wgds. {E}-b
50LOYIBs® 53 gbsms Lobgargdol dMBgdsdo MYEodBHwEmO 3350, To6)-
0505, 9906086905 [Bodmdsgs, 396033999 1962: 92-96; amszs 1959: 9,
18-19...], 0»193s G (<*@©)*3M39LL byl mdeol, ghmo dbeog, M ©s ©
RMbgdoms B9 BHY30LMBOL 5MOMIBT0TIZ3OIEMdS [40406908-
300 1976: 67, 76], 3gmeg dbM0g 30, o3MM gbsls s Bmy wgbyom®

1 6030 3060980905 33035065598L, O™ {©-/6-} sermdm®mggds doz0Rbomm: o)
33b-60856ms 000gbEYIHO BbI30MM0 EOLEHMOBME0S W3 MMAB0; d) brybdyM-sbom®-
oMM 9bsms Lobsdzomwgdo {©-} 60dbol »gmbenmds; @) 5655009335GWIM0 dgM00-
FgloByYz0Lemds s 5. 3.

2 3. 0m8MOosL 6 905Bbos 90JgBH03s: *M>@ [mmgGos 1942: 178-179; 9.
X535600300 1992: 256; sbmvemsdg 1968: 43...].
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96580 35000 SEMINORMWOo bsbom FBMbJ30mboENds. 5ToLmsb, BobwmE
969030 {-} 3asbol gdudmbgb@obmaol, bemwm bwrbdm®-sbowm®m-wo-
©MM0 9650 Lobsdzowgdo (M-} 3MR0Jumwo JWwsl-60d6oLbmz0l s6
bgebgds ©sd5BHB0mMO 603boL MHg3mbLEMWY30s. FobvmzsEolobgdy-
w05, O3 >0 3MM3ELOL MYoE0bsEool Fgdmbggzsdo {©-}, HmIgwos
153393 969830 JoMOMOI® BMHY>N0YO39MdOM SMOL HoMdmoygbo-
o0, 5M50Y6GHMEO BMBIT>TGLoEY30LMdL IMy3(39ds! [sOOMGHIEO
2009: 89, 140]. 0633939, O™A {M-} 3¢05L-603boLy s LOGHNM-EOVIEHBY)-
60 "©-U MO®0gOH»MT0sOHMYds 2odoxbMwos — 306390 35Mr5E0adol
R5MRwgddo 06035 Mo 033wgds (b33, {M-}>{am-}), bmwm © gmby-
35000303900 5Ol Homdmoygboeo [4mogs 1979: 58, 67]. ymz9w039
530l gom3solifjobgdom, bMbdmE-s60MM-omME 5dggbsdo so-
905 399090 MmmbZslosbo Lol@gds:

L. "
II 3e». "2
IIT 3¢». *®
IV 3. "6

33365

596050, b35MM-o0gbEHEMO gbsms Jealigdols Lolidgds dmymeng-
0o 3500 3d99b0sb MY396Esdy 4963050900l doMoms
A9609b305L — el MbMIBMOdOMO F99306M9d0LS S gerrodobszool
390©0bs® bsbl dJobgaL. 3 b3 bobwEo gbgdo dg¢ 3mblg®3s-
GoBAL 585005369096, 306500056 53350 LHYMMNMBIbMEO MMbIslins-
Bo LobEBgds SOLYPIOMO WHEVI0dS. BBIM-5bOVIM-EoEMmMEmO 9bgdo,
0 IV 3amsbol gdudmbgb@ol gotmoddbgdl (">, a...) o6 80300900
db9390™d580, 393-6530900 3YMHMO0m 58Mm0MBI3006, beagrm qo-
3996M-5MAM O d9EOMg wgbRoH gbsms Lobsdgowgdo 3wsbiol
3658530370 35393MM05 JMIols s M9bsd0dY3M o AodMmdOL
2ol 5ooU.

359mg9gbgdmwo wo@GIMo@GHTMs:

36MEsdg 1968: bmo® sbOwsdy. 3eslimgzsbo s 3oMHmzsbo
MO30gd0L oLAEHMOOOL Dm0 LEZoMbO dYMHOYIEN-35335L0IMH 9b9gddo.
d0oLO: ,,d9:360909d5%, 1968.

L o9, G5 00gds 1B, 56 353005M7dm ,,0mdgbowol gabmagbl“, Mog Msdsdo-
39 0639639080 glodgzobmdoms goblibzsgzgdmen  356mbBmBogcmgdgdl 3eolbdmdls
[owdgBoero 2015: 38-39].
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5MMAGgwo 2009: bmns® seMEGHIwo. bmbdw®m-s6ovm®m-oom-
M6 9bsms obGHMOHO0-09M900m0 BMbgE03s. MdOEIOLO: 25dmB390-
@wMds 29603900, 2009.

dm356930 1959: Eprennii AnexceeBuu boxkapes. Llesckue (unoiickue)
si3pIkn Jlarecrana. Mocksa: Mzpareascteo AH CCCP, 1959,

809306908300 1977: T'uruneiimBunmn bakap Konaesnu. CpaBHUTEIbHAS
(doneTrka garectanckux s3bikoB. Tommucu: M3narenscreo TI'Y, 1977.

8535 1959: I'ymapa Toro Escradbesnu. CpaBHUTENbHBINM aHANu3
I7ar0JIbHBIX OCHOB B aBapCKOM U aHAMMCKHX s3bIKax. Maxadkana: 1959.
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Introduction

The universal grammatical class category, used to classify substantives
according to social value, is the core of the grammar of the Nakh-Daghestanian
languages, completely penetrating the morphological structure of the noun and
the verb. This ancient super-category also reveals features that are characteristic
of inflectional languages at the synchronic level, since classifiers are used not
only to classify nouns, but also to indicate grammatical number and case, and
sometimes other grammatical categories. It is understood that the grammatical
class category was originally created to classify nouns according to the social
value, since "grammatical classes represent a hierarchy of values in terms of
social significance™ [Chikobava, Tsertsvadze 1962: 86].

In the history of the study of Ibero-Caucasian languages, it is difficult to
find a question of this type, to which so many studies would be devoted.
Beginning with the works of A. A. Shifner and P. K. Uslar and ending with the
interesting study of G. V. Topuria, the grammatical category of class has been
the subject of discussion by many Caucasian linguists, although some of its
aspects still need explanation and clarification.

Principal part

It should be noted that with the exception of Kartvelian, Circassian, and
some Lezgi (Lezgi, Agul, and Udi) languages, classifiers have been confirmed
in all languages under research. According to the singular data, two-, three- and
four-class regressive systems are now observed in the Ibero-Caucasian
languages. In particular, the class systems are distributed as follows: a) binary
opposition is typical only for the northern dialect of the Tabasaran language, in
which the class of a person (“who?””) opposes the class of things (“what?”): |
class {d-}, Il class {b-}; b) in the regressive (resp. unified) three-class system,
the human class of the binary opposition is differentiated into the classes of men
(I —w) and women (I — j), while all the rest are grouped in the class of objects
(11 = b). Three-class systems are attested in the Dargwa, Avar and some Andian
(Botlikh, Ghodoberi, Tindi, Bagval, Karata, Akhvakh) languages; c) in the Nakh
languages, in most of the Lezgi languages (Rutul, Tsakhur, Archib, Kryz,
Budukh, Khinalugh), in two Andi languages (Andi, Chamal) and Dido lan-
guages, four-class neutral systems function [Bokarev 1959: 29; Desheriev 1963:
372; cf. Chikobava 1979: 92-96; Andguladze 1968: 24; Topuria 2003: 17].

According to a single number, two-, three- and four-class systems are
now observed in the Nakh and Daghestanian languages. In particular, the class
systems are distributed as follows:
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Synoptic table of grammatical class markers in the Nakh and

Daghestanian languages

Languages | klass Il klass 11 klass IV klass
Chechen w j b d
Ingush w j b d
Tsova-Tushi w j b d
Avar w j b *r
Andi w j b r
Botlikh w j b *r
Ghodoberi w j b (m) *r
Chamal w j b (m) j/
Tindi w j b *r
Bagwal w j b *r
Karata w j b *r
Akhvakh w j b *r
Dido D (< *w) j b r
Hinukh D (< *w) i b r
Khvarshi D (< *w) i b (m) I (r,n)
Bezhita D (< *w) i b (m, n) r(@.n)
Lak ad, W, j drjIn b, m,w, p drijln
Dargwa W dr,j b *d
Tabasaran d,r,j b, w, f
Thsakhur w,r,j,@... r,j,@.. b, m, w dtt]j..
Rutul w,r,j, .. r,j,@d.. b,w,d,j... dtlj..
Archi w, j d,r b, m, ps... a,r,j(tt)
Krits rj,l @.. w,r,@.. b, pa... dtt.
Budukh w, r,J r, | b, p... dtt.
Khinalug rj.. drj. b, p d j, b...

From the point of view of specialists, in the Ibero-Caucasian languages
the category of class at the initial stage of evolution formed a binary opposition
with the corresponding classifiers (I-w, I1-d). A similar two-class system has not
been proven in any of the languages studied in the same way as a progressive
three-class system (I —w, Il — b, 11l — d). As for the four-class system, it arose as
a result of differentiation from the three-class system:
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1 class — w (male personality)

II class. — j (female personality)

111 class. — b (objects)

IV class — d (objects) [Chikobava 1978: 23; Andguladze 1968: 46 ...]*.

From the point of view of the genesis of the class system, attention is
drawn to the conclusion of I. A. Javakhishvili, which is linked to the origin of
the second class : “Thus, it turns out that the only marker for the female gender
in the Ghilgh (Nakh — N.A.) and Leg (Daghestanian — N.A.) languages remains
the semivowel j, the another consonants b, d and r should subsequently become
a marker this gender” [Javakhishvili 1937: 154-155; 1992: 255; Wed
Andguladze 1968: 3839].

It is noteworthy that J. Dumézil and N. S. Trubetskoy restore the four-
class system for the Nakh-Dagestan (resp. Eastcaucasian) languages:

Singular Plural Singular

I klass — w | klass — w I klass — w

Il klass — j Il klass — j Il klass — j

Il klass — b Il klass — b Il klass — b

IV klass —r IV klass —d IV klass —d
[dromesmnns 2015: 45] [TpyOemkoit 1964: 340]

Recently, similarly to A. S. Chikobava, G. V. Topuria shared the
regularity of the binary opposition of classes, but, unlike him, restored {d-} as
an marker for the first class and {b-} for the second class. At the second stage of
the evolution of grammatical classes, as a result of the differentiation of the
masculine class, we received a three-class system: | — w, Il — j, lll — b. The
marker {d}, freed from the expression of the class of a person, was transferred to
the class of a non-human (objects), which led to an additional differentiation of
the names of the class of things and, as a result of reinterpretation, became an
marker of class IV. The novelty of the concept of G. V. Topuria lies in the fact
that it refutes the genesis connection of classes Il and IV, which partially
coincides with the above-mentioned opinion of 1. A. Javakhishvili [Javakhishvili
1992: 255]. The origin of class Il (the class of women) on the basis of the
bifurcation of class IV (d > r > j) is questioned, which, apparently, is correct.
According to the testimony of the Lak and Lezgi languages, G. V. Topuria quite
rightly notes: “The presence of d, r, 1, n in class II (class of a woman) in the
Lezgi (as well as Lak and Dargwa) languages, as already mentioned, should be
considered as the result of a reinterpretation of loose primary systems, and
should also be qualified as systems of a late formation” [Topuria 2003: 22]. The
four-class system he restored is schematically represented as follows:

1n the four-class system for class Il, N. D. Andguladze restores {d} [Andguladze 1968: 38].
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I klass — w (male personality)

Il klass — j (female personality)

111 klass — b (objects)

IV klass — d (objects) [Tomypust 2003: 22]

Thus, we share the opinion that the binary opposition should be
singled out in the initial class system, in which the set of names was
differentiated into semantic classes of deities (human class I — w) and objects
(class II — b). As for the progressive three-class system, it repeated the
aforementioned binary opposition with the difference that the first class
(deities, adult men and beings equated to them) was separated from the
second class by the proper marker {j-} (adult women and beings equated to
them) [Chikobava 1942 :41; Topuria 2003: 22]. Such a three-class system is
reconstructed at the synchronous level of the Proto-north Caucasian, which
is presented as follows: I class. —w, II class. —j, III class. -bt.

The neutral four-class system is a “mechanical development” of class
IIT (J. Dumézil), from which class IV was separated with the corresponding
allomorphs {d-/r-}, in which various reflexes were formed and rooted as a
result of various phonetic processes of a spontaneous nature: {j -}, {l-}, {m-},
{n-}. It is assumed that in the common Nakh, only the exponent {d-} was
originally a class IV formant, since the reconstruction of the allomorph {r-}
according to the data of the Nakh languages fails [Desheriev 1963: 385]. The
materials available in the linguistic literature show that in the Daghestan
mother-language class IV markers, we should have not chronologically
alternating class markers, but freely varying (resp. dialect origin) exponents
{d-/r-}>. With this in mind, the allomorphs {d-/r-} are reconstructed by the
exponents of the IV grammatical class at the general Daghestanian
chronological level, and only {r-} is restored in the Proto-Avar-Andi-Dido. It
must be assumed that in the linguistic unit from which the Proto-Avar-
Andi-Dido, {r-} functioned as a marker of class IV. Consequently, in the four-

I N. D. Andguladze’s point of view that “d-formant should be recognized as the
exponent archetype of the second grammatical class of objects”, in our opinion, is incorrect
[Andguladze 1968: 45]. Such a solution to the problem is hampered, on the one hand, by the firm
and unchanging position of class 11l marker b, and, on the other hand, by the higher value of class
111 names in terms of social significance.

2 A number of circumstances show that {d-/r-} should be considered allomorphs: a) the iden-
tical functional distribution of class indicators in the Lak language; b) in the Tsakhur and Avar-
Andean-Dido languages, the indicator {d-} is actually absent; c) inadequate sound matching, etc.
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class system, the markers of class IV at the general Nakh and general
Daghestanian levels should have been different, which is schematically
represented as follows:

a) Proto-Nakh b) Proto-Daghestanian
I klass *w I klass *w

Il Klass * Il klass * j

111 klass *b 111 klass *b

IV klass *d 1V klass *d/r

It is noteworthy that by the era of the Avar-Andi-Dido linguistic unity, it
seems unrealistic to reconstruct {d-} as a marker of class 1V, as is usually the
process of d>r [Andguladze 1968: 45; Topuria 2003: 20 ...] could occur in the
dialect from which the given moher-language arose, which encounters certain
obstacles. True, the marker {d-} is preserved as a relic in some types of
declension [Chikobava, Tsertsvadze 1962: 92-96; Gudava 1959: 9, 18-19 ...],
however, the process r (< *d)! is hindered, on the one hand, by the lack of sound
correspondence between the phonemes r and d [Gigineishvili 1976: 67, 76],
and, on the other hand, in Lak and some Lezgi languages their presence with an
allomorphic function. At the same time, in the Nakh languages for the class
marker {d-}, and in the Avar-Andi-Dido languages for the prefix class {r-}, it is
not possible to restore an additional marker. It should be noted that in the case of
the implementation of the process d>r at the general Avar-Andi-Dido
chronological level, {d-}, represented mainly by identical reflexes (resp. sound-
identity), would give a differentiated sound correspondence [Gudava 1979: 68;
Ardoteli 2009: 89, 140]2 It turns out that the relationship between the class
indicator {d} and the general daghestanian *d is limited — within the framework
of the first paradigm, it changes minimally (Khvarsh. {r-}>{l-}), and d is
represented by sound identity [Gudava 1979: 58, 67]. Taking into account all
this, the following four-class system is restored at the general Avar-Andi-Dido
chronological level:

I klass *w
Il klass * j
111 klass *b
IV Kklass *r

1V. Topuria considers r to be an archetype: *r>d [Topuria 1942: 178-179; cf. Javakhi-
shvili 1992: 256; Andghuladze 1968: 43...].

2 Of course, unless we share the “Dumesil phenomenon,” which implies different patterns
of correspondences in the grammatical inventory [Dumesil 2015: 38-39].
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In our opinion, the binary opposition (I — w, Il — b) should have been
singled out in the initial class system. As regards the progressive three-class
system, it repeated the aforementioned binary opposition, with the difference
that the first class was separated from the second class by the proper marker {j-}.

It is assumed that in the Proto-North Caucasian, only the exponent {d-}
initially functioned as a class 1V formant, while in the Proto-Daghestanian it was
represented by the allomorphs {d-/r-}. The evolution of classes is schematically
represented as follows:

a) Proto-North Caucasian  b) Proto-Nakh d) Proto-Daghestanian
I class *w W *W
Il class *j *j *j
Il class *b *b *b
IV class *d *d *d/r
Conclusion

So, the system of grammatical classes of the Caucasian languages,
starting from their Proto-Caucasian to the synchronous position, follows the
main trend of change — the cardinal line of reduction of classes. Therefore, the
process of class category evolution looks like this: at the initial stage, in the two-
class system, the human (deity) class (regardless of gender) was formed by the
{w-} class exponent, and the objects class (everything else + the child, etc.,
which were equated with things) — by the {b-} exponent. In the progressive
three-class system: Class I: {w-} (deities, men of age and beings equal to them),
Class IlI: j- (women of age and beings equal to them), Class I1I: {b-} (things and
intelligent or non-intelligent beings equal to them). In the progressive four-class
system, the class of things was divided by "mechanical development"
(J. Dumezil) and {d-} was used as a marcer of the IV class, which was formed
by spontaneous phonetic transformation with different reflexes: {r-}, {J-}, {I-},
{n-} {m-}.

In our opinion, during the differentiation of classes IlI-1V, initially the
classification of nouns may have been motivated (animals, birds, insects, etc.
were selected for class Ill, and the rest of the subjects were selected for class
1V), and later such motivation could no longer be maintained and classification,
seems to have been going on more or less anywhere. In other cases, we should
get the same result in closely related languages, which is not confirmed in fact.

In this regard, the Nakh languages show more conservatism, since the
original four-class system is essentially preserved. The Avar-Andi-Dido
languages, if we do not take into account the transformation of the marker of
class IV (*r > 1, j...), are more or less stable in this respect, and in the Lak,
Dargwa and especially Lezgi languages the grammatical class category stands in
the way of decay and subsequent extinction.
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