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Abstract

In poetry, the significance of phonetic, morphological, and syntactic structure is interwo-
ven, sometimes even overshadowing the artistic role of verbal tropes. This structure
often dominates the poem, transforming into the primary, and sometimes sole, expre-
ssive element of its underlying symbolism (Jakobson 1961). The structure of the Geor-
gian (Kartvelian) poem is tonal-syllabic, meaning it is governed by rules concerning
syllable placement and the equality of syllable counts within each line. The main organi-
zing principle is the arrangement and regular alternation of verses with a specific
syllable count (Gudava 1975). To maintain this balance, poetic language draws on pho-
netic-phonological, morphological, and syntactic resources of the natural language.
Georgian mountain poetry resembles monumental lapidary inscriptions, marked by its
depth, delicacy, and beauty. A notable example of Pshavi folklore is the poem Aragvs
(To the Aragvi), sourced from the materials of the folklore expedition “A Folklore
Journey to Pshavi”, organized by Giorgi Mtatsmindeli University of Chant, and perfor-
med by Nino Nakeuri.

Attention is drawn to the clause - the final repeated syllables of the text:

aSSSg-"’jvowel devider T interrogative particle-

-ais an interrogative particle (a similar particle is also reconstructed at the common
Kartvelian level) that appears on interrogative words, imparting a questioning tone to
the entire sentence. /// appears between a word ending in -a and the particle -a, fun-
ctioning as a midlingual spirant in the phonological system of the Pshavi dialect. It holds

T Bogoobymos 8mbbgbado 03069 maggegel @edswgdelb 85-80 Brmobomogobowdn 8odmgborn Lodys-

Bogfm 3mbgamgb(nadyg, by, 22 bmgddgmn, 2024.
Presented as a report at the Scientific Conference Dedicated to the 80th Birth Anniversary of
Professor lvane Lezhava, TSU, 22 November 2024.
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no independent phonemic value but serves as a variant of the spirants s and /4 at the
boundary of prefix morphemes (Tsotsanidze 1978). cf. in the Kakhetian dialect: misdevs
> mizdevs (assimilation) > mijjdevs. /7 does not form a syllable; it is articulated with the
middle part of the tongue close to the hard palate. When this constriction creates
resistance to the outgoing airflow, it takes on a spirant character. In his monograph 7he
Pshavi Dialect (1978), G. Tsotsanidze examines the occurrence of //at the boundary of
prefix morphemes in detail and provides a corresponding table. // - a palatal approxi-
mant, produced by bringing the tongue closer to the soft palate. In the scientific litera-
ture, it is often referred to as a “glide”, which suggests it is a transitional sound, as in a
diphthong. Another term for it is “semi-vowel”, indicating that, despite its vocalic quality
and significant narrowing, the turbulent sound is either not formed or is very weak and
does not create a syllable. The poem’s text helps illustrate the distribution of /j/ in the
Pshavi dialect, particularly in its position within suffix sequences. Interestingly, the Gu-
damagari and Mtiuleti dialects show a similar pattern: after a word ending in -a, //
appears between two instances of -a, neither serving as a full syllable nor as the final
vowel of the preceding word (movidaj, mok'vaaj, [Jenayj...). In the Mokhevi dialect, ho-
wever, questions are marked by intonation rather than by the use of //(Shanidze 1989).

Keywords: pfionetics, Pshavi dialect, poetry, palatal approximant

336 053mBLMBO 960l ggB(30gd0l Rsdmogmabsl asdmymals gbols dmgdem ozb-
3000, B3bo(3 1393806700908 938MB0NLYS s LoGygoms bymdal baMbgdo. ngo ynMowmmy-
dob 030b30madl 4Meds@030L 3mgbnsbs @s 3mgbnal aMadadn3ddg: 3mgbnadn gmbyd)-
03060, dmeOPmemanmo s bob@odbnmo Jumagaemals 360d36gmmds gMbydab s g(3-
omgds 30y bodyzngn GMm3gdal Joo@zfrmm Mmeb, sMsendznsmam do@mbrogds
mggdn s go@and(3935 dnbo Go@mmn bnddmenn ol JmsgzeM s gMcBEIMo g5dmaboE)-
390 3m33mMbgb@owm (no3mdbmbo 1961).

Jotormma (Jotoggmamo) magdbob LEMIG IS GMBIM-bomednmos, Mo 0dsb
60dboglL, MM 9dysmgds dsbgomos sbdnlb Bgbgdbs s FoM(335mms MamEgbmdals mes-
badEmMdaL @0g3dn, o6 dorsgat dommasbodgdgm Labynbl badmaaqbl gof3ggmeo
35M(3390s  MamMEgbmMdal  dmbmoms  Mmngmdgbadgds (dobymds) s doma  3ob-
mbDm3ngtn dmbozgemgmds bamgdum LB Mngmbgddo (gmmags 1975:343). 53 0obod-
mdob sbs(zez90 d3mgB Mo gbs 0ygbgdh Mmams BmMbgBnnM-gmbmenmann®, obg
6966030 960l BmMgmemman® s LabBoJumm MgbmMbLL.

Joformema 3ol 3mgbns dmbdgbB Mo asdm33gmarn madnsmyym BafmbgMgdl
3303,  godmEhgnemlb  mogabo  Loe@dnm, Labs@ognm, 3d396ngMgdoon...  BIsMn
gegmmtob 9o sbgon Bodmdns mgdbo ,oMea3L* (Bgudn dmgdamns gomMan
3010630gemnls babgmmmdal aaemdols 1boggMbn@g@nb ,gme gemmErmmo dmabammmds
335390 3sboemgd0sb, 6abm Baygm@al dgbrmmads):
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030098, 5M533M, 305337,
b 30b Mo ogddsMves.

336 306 50306 Bmeog ses
bgen-3061 56 o0dsb 0.

S 5G0ME2S BMSNSS,
(3798mad ot Rsdm3ysfoeo.
36 Bmgm ot hgd 13doga,
50 boemb 30b MMM 560b.
g, dMoa3m, 30530y,

b 30b Mo ogsdsMoes.”

Y6mgdab 0g393L gemanbame = bamgdbm Gogdolb dmmmb a0b3gmEgdmema dom-
(330209007 95336, 7235607353560 jobgacn BBormgo®

-5 30030000l g58mBSG 3 babaemszns (*-o gombgnmo Bobomsga Mg3mbLid-
906700905 LagMmmdsMmggmam mbydgs: Jofo. -o 1 gaM. -m 1 bgsb. -o; sbabbbgemas
dga ol sbemen@dn - godmgmabs (ggbMabn, Latgggmadg 2000:75-76)). -0 ws-
9b3ob 3oobzol 398 ©oygbgdmem Lo@yzsl s dmgm boboagdsl sdmagslb jnobgzom
360336900mdsbs.

-0-bg @admemgdmen LoGyzabs s 3ombgncmdal -5 babamoglb dmmals gnorsfwgds
2, m3gema(3 §IoE0Lb Bmbmemann® 06396@0M30 335eng030Mdmns dmogbnbdng®
L3nMBEGO. ol ITMYINEdIEn BMbTNMO MoMYdYMgds 56 5g3b. ab LnMsb@gdol
bbs s FUb goMnsbGos  3Mggodume  dmMggdsos  dogbady. NBem  db@ew,
b360Lb0babs s oMol 3Mggndbos dgbogatidg, o6 LoGyzal mogdn, oxy Bobadsgsemo
Lo@yge BAmMzgobdy msggds. ogamnma, Lobgmlb dsegdgb, oaamdny3bgl 393y,
doaol Bysmo...; bamogmdobs ahonsb, gmmse jogdogm... 9393 e aLENM©dS
3mbmgzmbgdnmn dagfamzmddmgdbadols /ab/ s /23/ 358 qbermmdada. gb 3m33mgdbgdo
336300909, 5309039, 3060l b0dbgdsw, MmMmgdoz bLd3mMsms© gbsgmgds /of-b (sa-
69039, /b/-b s /3/-b); /ab/-3mBa(305d0 V-C Babogbabdnghn s /ad/-3mBoz0edn V-C ¢ 30-
bogbabdngMo. dogamomgdo: o) aodsabonmdogb, dsedgdbowgh... ) sedxd3o30000, ©oe-
3358)0%90@b... ((3m(3960dg 1978).

b Bof(zgomo o godhbos, bafmdmnmddal gbol dms Bsboemols dnsbenmagdom Bogs
LababEb. 0 gb dnabemads 0dwgba woEns, MM godmdsgamn 3sgMals 9Mma 3 -
630l bafmdmagqbl, 35306 3ol L3oMbGmmn babosmo gd6gds. e = 3sms@ oo
336 gb03sb @0, 0Bsdmagds Fmogbols dnsbramagdom dogst Labobmsb. @ gfadmmsedn
0bbgbngdgb Mmamm(z amsnmlb = 3060369658, MIMI goMEad35emn dagMos, 3ogSMOmS,
0gmmbadn; dgmMg Lobgrmbmegdss ,6sbg30Mbamzab0” — ngmmoblbdgds, Mmd, dogbgws-
350 3mgormo &mbgdabs s Lozdam az30bMmmadabs, GnMmdnmab@nmo Rdsdn o6 o6
Bom3mngddbgds, o6 domnsb Liyb@os s 83539 MML o335l o6 43bob. a. (3m(3960ndg
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0305 3mbmaMagznado , 330 osrgd@n” (1978) wabgfoemgdno goboboemagh e-ob
353mgmgbol  g3og@&gdlb  3Mggodbmm  dmMgggdsms daxbsdy s admgzs  dgbodadals
(3660,

R3x9Mdo e-ob Lygadbm® 3mDoz0080 asLEMMgdAl dogsmaomgdo  sebodbe
3mbmaMagnsadn o6 agbggds.

aobbobomzggmno  mgdbob  Gadb@o  Lodmemgdsl  odmgzs  gdamdo 2ol
obEMdM300b  Ly@smn  dgogbemb  dabo  byggadbm®  3n8rg3mdsedn  asdmbgbals
3mbagnom. Lanb@gMgbms, MM gdammol dbgogbo gomamgds a3543b aadaymembs
5 donme®™dn, dg5(3 -o-g gocmeggdmmo bo@yzolb dg3ga M -5-b Il gnorstgds
2! 3mg0gses, 3m3gsas, 3gbses... 3ol dsbgnemn oMo 573, o3 Babs Lodyzol w3sbabbgm
63m356L. dmbgm@dn 3ocbgs 0bGmbs(30000 gdmaba@gds (dsbndy 1984:276).
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